Dear Expectant Parents,
We are very excited to continue growing our family through adoption. We
hope the following pages will give you a glimpse into our lives and help you decide
whether we are a good match for your sweet baby. We are excited about having an
open adoption and look forward to deciding exactly what that looks like together. We
are so very excited for all the joy and love a child brings into a family and can’t wait
for the adventure ahead!

We are Josh, Shalee, and Asher. We adopted our son almost three years ago and
feel so happy to have a wonderful, open relationship with his birth family. We also
have two dogs, chickens, and a house we are happily making a home. We have
been married for almost five years and love our life together. We complement each
other in many ways. Josh is outgoing, expressive, and fun. Shalee is calm, creative,
and passionate. Asher is an energetic and loving child who brings so much joy into
our family. We enjoy doing things together and expanding our experiences as a
family. We love growing things in our garden, going on adventures, enjoying time in
the outdoors, and spending time with our extended family. We love each other very
much and make our relationship a priority. We spend time watching movies together,
going on walks, seeing new places, and having fun experiences together.

Josh
Josh grew up with his mom, dad, younger sister and brother. They moved around
quite a bit with his dad’s job that took them to several states and regions including
the South, Midwest and Western regions of the United States. His parents were a
very active part of his life and supported him in his extra-curricular activities, which
involved many sporting events and music performances with the orchestra and choir.
His mom stayed at home until Josh was a teenager and then went back to teaching
first graders at a local school. Josh grew up in the LDS church and is still a practicing
member of the faith. He currently works in collegiate athletics and loves his job. It
also gives our family the opportunity to enjoy games together and occasionally travel
to college championships. He is a devoted and loving father who helps with Asher’s
needs every day.

Shalee
Shalee grew up in a small town surrounded by cousins, aunts, uncles, and loving
grandparents. Her parents own a small business and have worked hard to provide
the very best for their two children, Shalee and her younger brother. After graduating
high school, Shalee attended college and earned her degree in Special Education.
She taught as a special education teacher for 11 years. During her time as a
teacher, she was also able to earn a Master’s degree. Her current job is stay at
home Mama to an active and fun toddler. She loves every minute of her time with
her sweet boy. She considers her job as his mother her greatest role and blessing.
She loves reading, crafting, baking/cooking, live music, getting outside, traveling,
and spending time with the people she loves most. She relies heavily on her faith in
God and feels blessed to have the experiences she has had leading her to the most
important things in life.

Asher
Asher is a sweet and loving little boy. He loves to play, dance, give kisses, talk, eat,
and chase his puppies around our home. He grows and shows us something new all
the time. He is the greatest joy in our lives and brightens each and every day. He
loves to play with other children and will make a wonderful big brother when the time
comes.

Home and Community
We purchased our dream home together about 6 months ago. It’s a beautiful home
in a quiet, family-friendly neighborhood. It has a large backyard and we have many
parks close by. Many wonderful and loving neighbors keep a close eye on all the
kids riding bikes and playing on the sidewalks. Our house is two stories with four
bedrooms and three bathrooms. We have a large kitchen/dining area, a homey living
room, and a comfortable family room. We live in a relatively small community that
has all of the things our family will need. We are about a 15-minute drive from the
local hospital and about an hour and a half drive to a great children’s hospital. We
are also lucky to have a university in our town which makes our community rich in
opportunities and education. Shalee was a teacher in the local school district and
has been able to see firsthand the drive and dedication of all the teachers in the
area.

Extended Family
Josh’s family lives about 2 hours away. We see them often for family dinner,
sporting, and musical events. His mom, dad, and younger brother live in one home.
His brother recently returned from a service mission in Ecuador and will be attending
college in the Fall. His sister is working and will be attending law school next year.
We see all of them several times a month and talk with them on the phone a few
times per week. We are also very close with Josh’s extended family and see them at
least monthly. At family gatherings, we love to joke, play, and sing. The kids enjoy
horsing around and playing games together.

Shalee’s family lives about a half an hour away. We are able to see them often and
enjoy the time we spend with them. We see them at least a few times a month and
talk often on the phone. On Shalee’s side of the family, there are two sweet girls and
our son who are spoiled by their loving grandparents, aunts, and uncles. At family
get-togethers we enjoy talking, doing fun activities, and watching the kids play.

Openness and Adoption
We have such tender feelings toward adoption and feel so blessed to have
experienced adoption with our son. We feel strongly that open adoption in the best
option for children. Every child deserves to know about all the people involved in
their life story. In our family birth families are spoken about with great respect and
kindness. We feel so happy that our son has so many people who love him and are
rooting him on. We share photos and text messages with his birth family often. We
also enjoy going to visit his birth family when the opportunities present themselves.
We cannot express the love and hope we already have for your child. Thank you for
taking the time to consider our family.
With Love, Josh, Shalee and Asher

